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[ntroduction 

Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus L.) is 
p w n  as a cut flower throughout the year. 
3ecause shipping snapdragons is difficult, 
:ut snapdragons frequently are grown near 
where they are marketed. production and 
cheduling of snapdragons throughout the 
{ear can be difficult as photoperiod, irra- 
iiance (light intensity) and temperature 
lrary considerably during the year in the 
United States. Because of the variation in 
$e environment, production and schedul- 
ing of cut snapdragons can become an art, 
1s well as a science. 

Snapdragons are quantitative long-day 
plants. i.e. the snapdragon is capable of 
flowering under short-days but flowers 
:arlier under long-day conditions. Earlier 
research (Erwin, 1991) identified that 
flower initiation occurred earlier, or the 
number of leaves below the inflorescence 
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Figure 2. The effect of day temperature on the time 
from initation of temperature treatments until opening 
of the first flower on Andrrhimum m j u s  L. cv Win- 
chester'. 

*" I y = -0.697~ + 118.731 P = 0.655 

50 60 70 80 

Average Daily Temperature (F) 

Figure 1. Effect of average daily temperature on the 
time from initiation of temperature treatments until open- 
ing of the first flower on Antirrhinum mjus L. cv 'Win- 
c hester ' . 

decreased from 65 to 44 leaves, when day 
length was extended from 8 to 14 hours on 
the cut snapdragon cultivar 'Winchester'. 
Similarly, the number of flowers in an in- 
florescence increased from 23 to 34 flow- 
ers when daylength was extended from 10 
to 14 hours. 

A primary concern of cut snapdragon grow- 
ers is maintaining quality throughout the 
year. The great variation in environmental 
conditions throughout the year often results 
in tremendous variation in cut snapdragon 
quality. Difficulties often arise in timing and 
achieving adequate stem height during win- 
ter months. In contrast, flower quality of- 
ten suffers and stems have excessive height 
during the summer months, 

The objective of this project was to identify 
how day and night temperature influenced 
flower development and the rate at which 
flowers develowd. 

Snapdragon 
( A n  t i r rh in  urn 
rnajus L.) is 
Brown as  a 
c u t  f l o w e r  
t h r o u g h o u t  
the year. 

Snapdragons 
are quantita- 
tive long-day 
p l a n t s .  i . e .  
t h e  snap- 
dragon is ca- 
pable of flow- 
e r i n g  under 
s h o r t - d a y s  
b u t  f lowers  
earlier under 
long-day con- 
ditions. 

A p r i m a r y  
c o n c e r n  o f  
c u t  snap- 
dragon grow- 
ers is  main- 
taining qual- 
i t y  through- 
out the year. 
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