Our final installment in our 14-part series on herbaceous
perennials takes a look at agastache x 'Blue Fortune:
by BETH FAUSEY ERIK RUNKLE,
ROYAL HEINS, ARTHUR CAMERON,
and WILLIAM CARLSON

GASTACHE, also known as
giant or anise hyssop, is a
genus comprised of approximately 20 species of
annual and perennial herbs in the
mint family, most of which are native

to the United States. All species have
scented foliage and flower spikes in
various shades of orange, red, blue,
and white and are attractive to hummingbirds, bees, and butterflies. In
fact, the name Agastache means,
"many flower spikes" in Greek.
Agastache x 'Blue Fortune' is a stunning cultivar originating from a cross
between the North American species,
A. foeniculum, and
the Korean
species, A. rugosa.
Gert Fortgens of
the worldrenowned
Arboretum
Trompenburg, located in
Rotterdam, bred
this award-winning cultivar in
The Netherlands.
Spires of lavender-blue bottlebrush flowers rise
two to three feet
above the ground

Figure la.
Agastache x 'Blue

Fortune' is stunning
in full flower. Photo
courtesy of
Marlene Cameron.

Figure I b. The
lavender-blue flowers of Agastache x
`Blue Fortune' last
for several weeks.

Michigan State University
researchers' 14-part series on
herbaceous perennials covers
topics from light to plant growth
regulators to various species.
January '01: Light
February: Series Did Not Run
March: Noteworthy plants
April: Propagation
May: Series Did Not Run
June: Heuchera
July: Plant Growth Regulators
August: Phlox subulata
September: Scabiosa
October: Ground Cover I
November: Ground Cover II
December: Oxalis crassipes 'Rosea'
January '02: Quick-cropping I
February: Series Did Not Run
March: Quick-cropping II
April: Series Did Not Run
May: Quick-cropping III
June: Series Did Not Run
July: Series Did Not Run
August: Agastache

and complement the deeply colored,
licorice-scented foliage from mid to late
summer (Figures la, lb). Other noteworthy attributes of Agastache x 'Blue
Fortune' are its tolerance to drought,
heat, and cold temperatures; it is fully
hardy from USDA zones 5-9.
Traditional perennial production is
a lengthy process in which plugs or
divisions are potted in the summer or
fall, established in the container, overwintered, and forced in the early
spring. However, by optimizing each
stage of production, we can dramatically reduce the time required from

0 9) August 2002 • Greenhouse Grower

74
0

PERENNIALS
SERIES

propagation to programming the
plant to flower, especially for vegetatively propagated perennials such as
Agastache x 'Blue Fortune' that do not
require a cold treatment for flowering.
Stock Plant Management

Agastache x 'Blue Fortune' is a quantitative long-day plant that flowers most
quickly when grown under photoperiods of 16 hours or greater. To keep
stock plants and the cuttings collected
from them in a vegetative state, they
should be maintained under photoperiods of 10 to 13 hours. In the United
States, this requires the use of black
cloth from approximately March 15
through September 15. Stock plants
should be grown at moderate temperatures of 65°F to 68°F (18°C to 20°C).

•
Figure 2. Agastache tip cuttings with three nodes root in two to three weeks at
73°F to 77°F.
Figure 3. Plugs should
be pinched and bulked
for several weeks
under short days (less
than 13 hours) before
programming plants to
flower.

Propagation And Bulking

Uniform tip cuttings with at least
three nodes should ideally be collected

Are you looking for a grower friendly
supplier you can depend on?

Eason Horticultural Resources, Inc.
We can find plant material for you that your present
suppliers will not or cannot locate before or
during your production season.
At EHR, we offer a complete selection of the best plant varieties:
Plugs, Perennials, Geraniums,
New Guinea Impatiens,
Young Flowering Plants,
Proven WinnersTM,
Flower FieldsTM

Garden Mums, Poinsettias,
Azaleas, Flower Seed,
Roses, Easter Lilies,
Bulbs,Tropical Foliage,
Nursery Stock

•

Experience the EHR difference today!
800-214-2221 • 859-578-3535 • Fax 859-578-2266
www.ehrnet.com • info@ehrnet.com
Eason Horticultural Resources, Inc.
For Details Circle No. 26 on Postcard or at
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AGASTACHE x'BLUE FORTUNE'
0 WEEKS COLD AT 41F (5C)
10 WEEKS FORCING AT 68F (20C)
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weekly from stock plants but no less
than three to four weeks, regardless of
whether they are needed. This encourages branching and prevents stock
from becoming overgrown. Cuttings
can be successfully rooted in 128-cell or
larger plug trays containing a welldrained media such as a mixture of
50% peat and 50% perlite (Figure 2).
Rooting is hastened and more uniform if the base of each cutting is
dipped in a rooting hormone such as
1,500 ppm of liquid IBA. The root zone
temperature during propagation should
be maintained at 73°F to 77°F (23°C to
25°C) with minimal air movement and
high relative humidity (e.g. 85% to
90%). Plug trays can be successfully removed from propagation after two to
three weeks at these conditions.
After plugs are removed from propagation, they should be given a soft
pinch to promote lateral branching by
removing the apex down to the top
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Figure 4. Agastache x 'Blue Fortune' is a quantitative long-day plant that flowers
under all photoperiods but flowers more quickly under long days.

node. Plugs should be bulked for several weeks under noninductive photoperiods (10 to 13 hours) as described
above until flowering is desired. Three
weeks of bulking at 68°F (20°C) is ade-

quate for plants finished in a five-inch
(12 centimeter) container (Figure 3).
Vernalization

Agastache x 'Blue Fortune' does not

Introducing Jack's ProfessionalTM.

The choice of professionals. And their plants.

The Peters Family — originators
of the world famous "True Blue"
water-soluble fertilizer — is at it again.
Their all new Jack's Professional
begins with the power of the original
formula, then adds better-than-ever
science. All supported by the J.R.
Peters Laboratory', the source
growers have trusted for reliable media,
tissue and water analysis for over
50 years.
Your plants will turn blue with envy.

Jack Peters, that is,
and his Dad Bob, the guys behind
the Original "True BlueTM" Solution
Available after October 1,2002.
Contact your distributor or call us
at (800) 743-4769 or (610) 395-7104
for more information.
Manufactured by J. R. Peters, Inc.
6656 Grant Way, Allentown, PA 18106
www.jacksprofessional.com
For Details Circle No. 111 on Postcard or at www.greenhousegrower.com
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Cultural Practice

require a cold treatment to flower and
in our experience it provides little to
no benefit. Cooling plugs is optional
but not essential. Plugs can be stored
for up to 15 weeks at 41°F (5°C) in a
lighted cooler or cold greenhouse.
Media, Fertilization, And Irrigation

'Blue Fortune' Production Schedule

Growing Time (weeks)

Stock Plant
Management

Temperature
64°F-68°F
18°C-20°C

Photoperiod (hours)
10 to 13

Propagation

2 to 3

73°F-77°F
23°C-25°C
85%-90% RH

Bulking

2 to 3

64°F-68°F
18°C-20°C

10 to 13

0+ (Optional)

35°F-45°F
2°C-5°C

9 hours of light in a cooler
or natural short days

8 to 9

68°F
20°C

16 or night interruption
from 10 p.m.

Cold Treatment
Forcing to Flower

10 to 13

Agastache x 'Blue Fortune' performed well when grown in a welldrained, peat-based media at a pH between 5.8 and 6.2 with moderate fertility levels of 100 ppm to 150 ppm N, 10
ppm to 20 ppm P, and 100 ppm to 150
ppm K delivered at each watering.
RED- ND

1111a...Manufacturing

the Best in Greenhouse Structures and Equipment
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Our decision to build a naturally-ventilated greenhouse
led us to the great product designed by Hired-Hand
Green. We are quite pleased with the performance of
the Ventilator Greenhouse, especially given the
recent Increases in energy costs.
Hired-Hand Green has been a pleasure to work with,
promptly attending to all the issues during
the greenhouse construction.
Jim Gin, Assistant Director
The Brookwood Community
TUBES CONDUIT

Brookshire, Texas

P.O. Box 98 • Bremen, AL 35033
1-800-219-0117 • (256) 287-7777 • Fax (256) 287-2000
www.hhgreen.com

Forcing To Flower

Agastache x 'Blue Fortune' flowers
under all photoperiods but flowers
most quickly when grown under photoperiods of 16 hours or greater
(Figure 4). Although this occurs from
June through mid-July in the northern
United States, plants can be successfully flowered during the short days
of the year with night interruption
lighting from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at a
minimum intensity of 10 footcandles.
When light levels are naturally low,
supplemental lighting improves plant
quality and flower number. From the
start of the long-day photoperiod,
agastache takes eight weeks to flower
at 68°F (20°C) (Figure 5). Total crop
time from the start of propagation to
first flower for a five-inch pot is about
14 weeks.
Plant Height Control

Agastache x 'Blue Fortune' plants
naturally reach two to three feet tall in
the container. In our trials, the growth
regulators A-Rest, Bonzi, B-Nine,
Cycocel, and Sumagic were effective
in reducing height of 'Blue Fortune'
(Figure 6). In a crop we grew, plants
sprayed with Sumagic at 5 ppm weekly for five weeks, beginning two
weeks after transplanting, produced
compact plants reaching a final height
of 16 to 18 inches.
Postharvest Concerns

Agastache flowers can last for several weeks. Flower quality is im-
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Figure

Agastache xiBlue Fortune'

Control A-rest B-nine Bonzi Cycocel Sumagic

Figure 6. Response of Agastache x 'Blue Fortune' to growth regulator
applications. Each growth regulator was applied every two weeks until
50% of the plants in each treatment flowered.

Figure 5. Agastache x 'Blue
Fortune' programmed to flower
in eight weeks at 68°F with
night interruption lighting from
10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
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