
The MINNESOTA Commercial Flower 

Growers Association Bulletin 
Sewing commercial flower growers in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Washington, Oregon, and The Dakotas 

Volume 44 Number 3 & 4 May-Jdy, 1995 

IN THIS ISSUE 
1 . . . . Poinsettia Produc- 
tion - An Overview 

33. . . .Superior Annuals 
for Northern Climates - Try 
some of these new annuals 
and old standbys that perform 
well in our trial gardens. 

49.. . .The MCFGA State 
Conference Schedule 

5 1 . .  . Greenhouse Non- 
Commercial Pesticide 
Applicatot's Recertification 
Workshop- Turf and Orna- 
mentals Category E. 

52. . . . MCFGA State Con- 
ference Registration. 

ms is tha o#Walpubllcofkn dthe 
Mnnesota Canmedal k e r  
Growers Assodebion. The bulletin is 
edited by John Emin 
(eminWl@maroon.tcumn.&) in the 
DepPnmentdHortiarlturolSdenceat 
the Univedty of Mnnesota Member- 
stip information can be obtained by 
cdng 612-624-0736 or wrilhg to: 
The Mnnesora Commerdal Flower 
Growers Assaclath, 1970 F o h l l  
Aw.. St. Paul, MN 55108. i 

Poinsettia 
Production 

John Erwin 
Department of Horticultural 

Science University of Minnesota 

Introduction: Poinsettia (Eu- 
phorbia pulcherrima Willd.) 
are native to southern Mexico 
and northern Guatemala. In 
1895, Joel Robert Poinsett, the 
first ambassador to Mexico, 
introduced poinsettias into the 
United States. 

The poinsettia is a member of 
the Euphorbiaceae family. 
Most member so the 
Euphorbiucae family m 
succulents. The family is 
characterized by a single 
female flower without petals 
and usually sepals surrounded 
by individual male flowers all 
enclosed in cup-like structure 
called a cvathium. 

The poinsettia is grown for its 
colored bracts (modified 
leaves). Bracts are not flowers. 

Poinsettia flowers are actually 
the small round structures in 
the middle of the bract called 
cyathia. 

More pots of poinsettias are 
grown in the United States than 
any other flowering pot plant. 
The growth in popularity of 
PQirUrtttias occurred hcr)ll.+! of 
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